
 

 

  

Blue Water Folk Society  

             Promoting Traditional & Acoustic Music in the Thumb of Michigan 

 

The Blue Water Folk Society, 

based in Lexington, Michigan, is 

a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

that promotes traditional and 

acoustic music in the Thumb of 

Michigan.  Two major projects of 

the Blue Water Folk Society are 

the traditional music open mic 

that is held on the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month from October to 

March, in Lexington, Michigan 

and the  Thumbfest, which is a 

music festival that has been held 

on the Saturday of Labor Day 

weekend in Lexington, 

Michigan.    You can read more 

about these activities at our 

main web page 

www.bluewaterfolk.org  or  

www.thumbfest.org 

This is the very first issue or our 

newsletter which we hope to 

improve as we go on with it. 

Eventually we  will publish a  

calendar of music activities that 

involve or interest the members of the

 Blue Water Folk Society. 

There is a calendar of activities listed 

on at: www.bluewaterfolk.org under 

the calendar of events.   
 

We will also include some "hot" or 

current news and announcements to 

help keep you updated with our 

activities. We hope to have these 

uploaded to the website in the future.  
  

We welcome your contribution so if 
you have something you would like to 
contribute to the page, please send 
the information to Shirley Barnett at 

shirley@bluewaterfolk.org  
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December  12, 2009  Open Mic 
The December Open Mic is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
December 12, from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. at the Trinity 
Episcopal Church in 
Lexington, Michigan  48450.     

As at all the open mics, we 

begin signing up the 

performers to the available 
spots at 6:30 p.m.  Single 
performers are limited to 10 
minutes and bands are 
allowed 15 minutes.    

Musicians often remark that 
the audience is so attentive.  

 Refreshments will be 
available.  Donations are 
accepted to offset the cost 
of the refreshments and to 
support the BWFS. We also 
collect  canned goods for 
Project Blessing.  

 Come join us for an 
enjoyable evening.   
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Dates set for Coffeehouse Open Mic series 

 

 

 

 

  

Coffeehouse Help needed 

 

 

 

board@bluewaterfolk.org 

Help Needed for Thumbfest 

 

 

Hot News to Use 
How about Cd’s for gifts? 
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www.thumbfest.org 

Thumbfest News 
 

 
 

 

Check out this link for an interesting 

Thumbfest blog: 

http://colorjoy.com/weblog/archives/5099 

 

 

 

Michael Hough at his Percussion Circle

 

 
Dean Barnett & Lost Cuzzins leading 
the 1

st
 song of the Hootenanny 
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Come join us…only 
$10 a year makes 

you a member! 

Carl Kammer currently 

serves as the president of 

the Blue Water Folk 

Society.  He is married with 

two sons and a daughter-in-

law.  

By day he works as a 

management consultant with 

a specialization in project 

management for small and 

medium-sized businesses. 

But when he’s not re-

engineering processes or 

determining IT best 

practices, Carl indulges in 

his other passions:  

photography, cooking and 

music of all kinds.

His interest in music started 

in grade school in Detroit, 

when he began playing the 

From the  BWFS Board 

 

trombone.  He kept tooting 

his own horn all the way into 

high school, where he played 

in the symphonic and 

concert bands of Cass Tech. 

In fact, many prominent 

musicians were going to Cass 

at about that same time, 

including Diana Ross and 

Paul Riser of Motown fame 

and jazz greats Paul 

Chambers, Donald Byrd, and 

Lanny Austin. They continue 

to serve as musical 

inspiration for Carl to this 

day.

After Cass Tech, Carl moved 

on to Wayne State University 

just as the Folk Era was 

starting to influence TV 

(Hootenany). Once again, 

Carl was surrounded by 

many future influential 

performers who hadn’t yet 

become famous, like Joni 

Mitchell, who would appear 

at WSU student mixers with 

her then husband Chuck.  

Carl’s own musical 

endeavors are now mostly 

centered at his church, 

where he’s finally 

resurrected his ol’ 

trombone. He also sings in 

the choir and taken to 

playing congas and hand 

percussion with the band 

“Transformed”.

All of these experiences 

have resulted in a love of 

folk music that still burns 

strongly today, especially 

for the many fine Michigan 

musicians that have 

appeared at Thumbfest.  

Blue Water Folk Society 
P.O. Box 83 
Lexington, Michigan 48450 

 

 

Phone: 
  President: 248-689-2840 
  Secretary: 586-727-5197 
  
   
E-mail  
board@bluewaterfolk.org 
 
Editor: 
shirley@bluewaterfolk.org  

Promoting Traditional and 
Acoustic Music in the Thumb of 

Michigan 

In this spot, we will have information from  and about the various board members.  We begin this month 
with profiles on our two newest board members, Carl Kammer and Mike Mercatante.   

 

 You can reach all the board members by sending an email to board@bluewaterfolk.org 
 

Your current members of the Blue Water Folk Society are: 

 

 

 

  

 . 

On the web: 

www.bluewaterfolk.org 

www.thumbfest.org 

Mike Tremblay: 

webmaster 
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We welcome your 

suggestions and 

submissions for our 

event calendar and for 

publication! 

Send your information to 

shirley@bluewaterfolk.org 
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